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MSS held a meeting with the Korea Merchant Association to discuss the difficulties faced by traditional markets and find ways to boost them
· At the meeting, representatives from the Korea Merchant Association suggested incorporating merchant associations and supporting responsible individuals to strengthen traditional markets' management.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Discussions were held on measures to support traditional markets, including helping market owners access online markets and bringing in capable youth.
Sejong, August 22 - On August 17, the Ministry of SMEs and Startups (Minister LEE Young) held a meeting with the Korea Merchant Association (Chairman JUNG Dong-sik) to discuss the difficulties faced by traditional markets and find ways to boost them.
The meeting was attended by Minister LEE Young, the Chairman of the Korea Merchant Association, 17 regional branch heads from various cities and provinces, and the Vice Director of the Small Enterprise & Market Service (SEMAS).
Chairman JUNG Dong-sik proposed incorporating merchant associations responsible for market operations to transform traditional markets into enterprise-type markets during the meeting. A number of points have been made, including establishing a merchant's hall, encouraging traditional markets to participate in special promotions for agricultural and fisheries products to boost spending, and cracking down on the illegal distribution of Onnuri gift certificates.
Minister LEE Young said, "The MSS will review the opinions presented and incorporate them into relevant policies. The MSS will also collaborate closely with local governments and organizations to address the issues raised." She also expressed her hope that the Buy K Festa in September and December, as well as the Korea Leading Market Expo in October, will be successful with the cooperation of the Korea Merchant Association.
The meeting attendees agreed on the need to provide education and infrastructure support for market vendors interested in e-commerce. They also agreed on the need to bring more capable youth into traditional markets. They also discussed the Ministry's' plans to create a Lighthouse Market, a model for digital traditional markets, in 2023 and ways to enhance cooperation with large companies in the private sector in the delivery and online platforms.
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